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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-135 
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Dennis
Date of Introduction: February 26, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: February 26, 2019
Type of Action: Authorization of real estate agreement, waiver of Ordinance Code and designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: This bill authorizes the real estate purchase and sale agreement between the City of Jacksonville and Load King Manufacturing Co. for property comprised of two parcels approximately 1.96 acres total, RE # 075510-1500 (the Rails-to-Trails parcel) and 075510-0000 (the Head Start parcel) located at the corner of Myrtle Avenue North and Union Street West, Jacksonville, Florida, in Council District 9. The proceeds of the disposition of sale of the subject parcels will be placed in the Jacksonville Recreational and Environmental Land Acquisition Capital Projects Funds, specifically for the purpose of maintaining or acquiring park land to be dedicated for park projects located within Council District 9. The Real Estate Division of the Neighborhoods Department will provide oversight.

This legislation also includes a waiver for Section 122.421(b) (General Provisions; delegation of authority), Chapter 122 (Public Property), Ordinance Code, as to the policy regarding preservation of parklands to allow for direct sale. Pursuant to Section 122.421(b), Ordinance Code, it is City policy that no park related land or space is converted or sold. However, the sale of these parcels to use for the expansion of office/warehouse for an existing business may result in a public benefit for the community by creating job opportunities and eliminating blighted conditions within the area. 
Background Information: The Company has operated at the Beaver Street location since 1958, first as Southeastern Sales and, since 1972, as Load King.  Load King has actively recruited and employed members of the local community and owns approximately 8.26 acres adjacent to the aforementioned parcels and desires to expand its manufacturing business at 1357 Beaver Street West. After the purchase of the adjacent property, Load King will redevelop the property to construct new warehousing and shipping facilities, including a new cross-dock shipping facility, which will allow Load King to expand its commercial kitchen resale division, resulting in additional jobs at the Load King facility. 
Policy Impact Area: Sale and conversion of park land
Fiscal Impact: Load King will purchase the property from the City for $324,000 ($59,000 for the Rails-to-Trails parcel and $265,000 for the Head Start parcel) and also pay $70,000 to relocate a lessee of the property from its existing location 
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